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ABSTRACT 
Women are the creation with the characteristics of kind hearted, soft, beautiful, patient, loving, 
energetic, multi-talented, caring, flexible, adaptable, strong willed, determined and so on. If the 
women are tortured either by the society or else, she will show her anger and become completely 
opposite to the mentioned characteristics. She will become rude, revengeful, adamant, merciless, 
unkind and so on. Though the society tries to suppress her she will rise as the tides of an ocean and 
destroy the opponents. She will make them to be afraid of. It finally concludes that the black women 
are highly talented and it is inherent. It is dealt in this research paper and with their characters and 
skills.  
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INTRODUCTION 

Women are the creation with the characteristics of kind hearted, soft, beautiful, 

patient, loving, energetic, multi-talented, caring, flexible, adaptable, strong willed, 

determined and so on. If the women are tortured either by the society or else, she 

will show her anger and become completely opposite to the mentioned 

characteristics. She will become rude, revengeful, adamant, merciless, unkind and 

so on. The verse from the Bible in Genesis 2:21,22, “God made the man into a deep 

sleep, and while he was sleeping, he took out one of the man’s ribs and closed up 

the flesh. He formed a woman out of the rib and brought her to him. Then the man 

said, “At last, here is one of my own kind- Bone taken from my bone and flesh. 

Woman is her name because she was taken out of man”. She was created out of 

man is the definition according to the Bible. Though it is a myth, she was created out 

of man, believe that if it is so, she will be having the man’s character. But the society 

is not understanding that she is also a human being. Human being includes man and 

woman who will be having the same characteristics.  
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Though they are created in such a way, they are highly talented in managing their 

family and doing house hold chores. Yet they are suppressed by the patriarchs and 

secondly, for a black woman, they are oppressed by the Whites. They became 

victims of patriarchal system and victims of the society.  

OBJECTIVE 

The major objective of this paper is to depict the talents and characters of the black 

women who suffers in both the ways such as racism and feminism. Though the 

poems depict the voice against racism, it showcases their inherent artistic skills and 

talents. 

Still I Rise 

In the poem, “Still I Rise”, Maya Angelo says that she will not be silenced, and she 

can overcome any obstacle that comes her way. She mentions herself as ‘black’. 

She uses metaphor ‘a black ocean’ which reveals that she is a fierce storm. No one 

can’t control her anger. Though the society tries to suppress her she will rise as the 

tides of an ocean and destroy the opponents. She will make them to be afraid of. 

The character which is portrayed in the poem is ‘terrific, strong- willed, confident, and 

optimistic. She proclaims that her determination will cast off the chains of slavery and 

will rise above the negative past and triumph over her attackers. The poem lines are 

given below: 

 I'm a black ocean, leaping and wide 
Welling and swelling I bear with the tide. 
Leaving behind nights of terror and fear 
I rise 
Into a daybreak that's wonderfully clear 
I rise 
Bringing the gifts that my ancestors gave 
I am the dream and the hope of the slave. 
I rise 
I rise 
I rise 

I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings 
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In the poem, “I know why the caged Bird Sings”, Maya Angelo describes the longing 

for freedom. It exposes their suffering and emotional resilience. Here the caged bird 

sings fearfully of things he does not know, but still wants and his song can be heard 

from as far away as distant hills because the caged bird sings for freedom. It reveals 

that their people are optimistic not pessimist. This reflects in the following lines of the 

poem: 

  The caged bird sings 
  With fearful trill 
  Of things unknown 
  But longed for still 
  His tune is heard 
  On the distant hill 
  For the caged bird  
  Sings for freedom 

 

In Search of our Mother’s Gardens 

In the prose “In Search of our Mother’s Gardens”, Alice Walker portrays the artistic 

skills and talents that they possess and they were not able to expose because of 

slavery and a forced way of life. They were forced to bear many children and to look 

after the family. She points out that Jean Toomer too observed that Black women are 

unique for they possessed intense spirituality. She highlights that the African 

American women were highly skilled from the past but were unable to express their 

talents and hone it to its full potential. They were not allowed to read and write. They 

were allowed to draw and do crochet embroidery. Through these drawing and 

embroidery, they revealed their skills and that is why their generation is skilled in 

creative writing. Their potentiality is not a new one, it is inherent. Through her words, 

the whole race character and skills are revealed. 

“How was the creativity of the black woman kept alive, year after year….it was a 
punishable crime for a black person to read or write? And the freedom to paint, to 
sculpt, to expand the mind with action did not exist” p. 234 
 
Alice Walker says that her mother used to narrate stories which was one of their 

skills. She was good at maintained garden around her house. Bearing many children 
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and bringing up with utmost care was a great achievement. The character of telling 

stories and writing poetry has been excelled by the new generation because of their 

innate nature.  

“But the telling of these stories, which came from my mother’s lips as 
naturally as breating, was not only way my mother showed herself as 
an artist”. P.240 
‘She planted ambitious gardens and still does – with over fifty different 
varieties of plants…” P. 241 
 

Through these types of activity in those days, it was proved that they were artists. 

The artists are born due to their heredity. When they were not able to write, they had 

used different methods like painting, drawing with charcoals on the walls, knitting 

sweaters, planting gardens, doing embroidery, taking care of many children to 

showcase their inner talents. Now the seed has started to yield its fruits by writing 

novels, short stories, poetry etc.  

CONCLUSION  

It is concluded that the black women are highly talented with multi – disciplinary. 

They were waiting for finding space to expose their talents and now they are free to 

raise their voice against oppression, racism, and slavery. Though the character of 

women is described kind hearted and so on, she is the woman who acts as goddess 

kali when cruelty is done to her. 
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