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ABSTRACT  

The type of research into the controversy over women's ancestral property explores practice in 
Pakistan's existing authorized and traditional situation. It examines the experiences of men, women, 
and attorneys in Pothohar Pakistan, either rural or urban. A qualitative research method was used. The 
statement’s core premise is that there is no simple solution to the denial of women's completion of the 
transaction. The data show that a variety of techniques exist in the domestic and public spheres to keep 
inheritance property in the hands of male family members. The consequences extra specify that the 
state has made several modifications to the heritage by-laws in Pakistan but women have been unable 
to reap advantage from these legal modifications.  Upshots are analyzed via a feminist lens, with the 
key point being that heritage is diplomatic, that it is created through feminization of labor and women 
power relations, who produce and maintain dissimilarity, and that it begins in the household by 
socialization process. Femininity ideology creates barriers to women obtaining their own inherited 
proportion. My evaluation also indicates that the current ignore males' apportioned role as earners I the 
influence of the household they wield together in the native and municipal sectors, totally comfortable 
alters the state certainly does make in the laws, Male's tasks as breadwinners in the household and the 
strength they utilize both in both the private and governmental domains are snubbed by the country. In 
an end, no regardless of what reforms the government makes to the laws, they will just not assist women 
till modifications are made in the home. Women's inheritance rights have been violated through changes 
in the personal concept has come, as per participants. 

Key Word: women inheritance rights, property share, gender ideology, Laws of Inheritance, Islamic 
Laws, International laws. 

Introduction 

Women in Pakistan are mostly not responsible for housework chores, but they are 
also monetarily, professionally, and emotionally needy of their family and friends. In 
Pakistan, women get a total participation rate of 65 percent, and parents get their kid's 
ability to marry Women are formidable. Also reliant on their family when separated.  
The most shocking number seems to be the fact that women control only 3% of land 
in urban regions and less than 1% in country places. 

Women's property ownership rights are given in Pakistan's 1973 constitution.  Private 
property rights are stated in Article 23 of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan's Constitution 
as follows: 

“Every citizen has a right to acquire, hold and dispose of the property in any region or 
part of Pakistan, subject to the constitution and any reasonable restrictions imposed 
by law in the public interest.”  

Further, Article 227 of Pakistan's constitution states that all of the country's regulations 
are influenced by religion. As a reason, all laws in Pakistan are regulated by Islamic 
principles, however, ownership is based on the individual’s personal beliefs, and thus 
Catholics inherit according to their regulations. The question of inheritance falls under 
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the purview of each citizen of the state. The Muslim Family Law Ordinance (MFLO) of 
1961 defined several aspects of Muslim personal law, nevertheless, it did not include 
any Islamic inheritance laws. The West Pakistan Muslim Personal Law (Shariat 
Application) Act 1962 administers Islamic inheritance law. 

Adopted children are still not able to inherit due to the obvious basic premise of law 
that only related by blood are allowed to inherit. The Quran stipulates pre-defined 
inheritance shares, which comprise all portable and inanimate property, whether 
familial or identity (Engineer, 1994). "The Women," Chapter 4 of the Holy Quran, 
discusses these obligations in detail. "The Women," verse 11 of Chapter 4 of the 
Quran, is construed by Yusuf Ali (1988) 

“Allah (thus) directs you as regards your Children’s (Inheritance): to the male, a portion 
equal to that of two females: If only daughters, two or more, their share is two-thirds 
of the inheritance; if only one, her share is a half. For parents, a sixth share of the 
inheritance to each, if the deceased left children; if no children and the parents are the 
(only) heirs, the mother has a third; if the deceased left brothers (or sisters) the mother 
has a sixth. (the distribution in all cases (‘s) after the payments of legacies and debts. 
Ye know not whether your parents or your children are nearest to you in benefit. These 
are settled portions ordained by Allah: and Allah is All-knowing.”  

The change of ownership from the bereaved to the heirs is one part of the inheritance. 
The other component is the piece of the decedent's inheritance to the heir. The share 
is five, as stated in the Quran and the laws of the land, as previously stated. Separate 
laws apply to the transfer of portable and static property, and rules apply to the transfer 
of losing a parent. 

Historical Review 

Land ownership was not evident in childhood societies. First from the Stone Age to 
the Copper, Bronze, and Iron Ages, human evolution may be tracked in stages. Men, 
women, and children grew up as nomads in the foraging and gathering community, 
and it had no permanent base. Land resources were formerly seen as a community 
because everybody is active in collecting food and creating tools. Due to agricultural 
pursuits, land resources have migrated from communal to personal rights over time. 
To meet their wants, they used a barter system to trade products. As the state arose, 
it became the state's job to protect the rights of the citizens and their property. Greek, 
Italian, common, and private law all guaranteed property rights transmission. 
Resources were initially seen as common as everyone was active in gathering food 
and developing tools. Due to agricultural pursuits, land resources have migrated from 
community to personal rights over time. To meet their wants, they used a barter system 
to trade commodities. As the state arose, this became the state's job to protect the 
rights of the people and their property.  Greek, Italian, common, and civil liability all 
safeguarded property rights succession. The property of the bereaved was received 
by the recipient's first-class kids and grandkids. When there's no first-class true heir, 
properties might well be acquired by a distant cousin who comes into the second or 
third classes. The principle was preserved in England, and the common law had been 
fostered by the norms of Roman law. The inherited mechanism, dying in will assets, 
was governed by the legal system: this to expel to the first-born child, to females who 
acquired simultaneously among their spouse or child of sons (Erickson, 1993). Almost 
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every dad favored males over daughters whenever it came to Greenfield sites because 
daughters had the simplest moveable assets. 

History of Common Property Rights  

As per Demsetz (1967), collective ownership alludes to a privilege that all community 
members can exercise. It indicates that no one, even the state, can meddle in 
collective-owned land. Fishing in the open waters and pasture on public land, for 
example, are also both common ownership.  Alston and Mueller (2015) agree with 
Richard Posner that common characteristics fostered unity in a nation by letting 
everyone benefit from its fruits. 

Possession was also addressed by Marx in his works as a way of establishing 
interactions between people with creation. If a man grabbed property rights, it would 
also be impossible for him just to establish a relationship with nature since private land 
creates estrangement from community relations and loneliness.  Hunt (1979) argued 
that private land ruins a person's essential character as a social being in the same 
way. He went on to explain that private land destroys the social basis of manufacturing, 
which is what common characteristic is all about. Minus Plato, a Greek thinker, the 
concept of property rights would be complete. Plato supported common ownership of 
land, and in his ideal system, the land would've been privatized by farmers to provide 
for the guardians' class. Output can be used commonly, just as it is in the elite class. 
Plato's communism contains two components: the abrogation of privately owned 
property and the dismantlement of the family, as private property instills corruption and 
the family increases cronyism in civilization. 

History of Private Property Rights  

Personal land ownership improved values such as "duty, prudence, and self-reliance, 
and it offers a reason to stand in the universe, As per  Waldron (1988). Similarly, it 
allows access to and control of non-public mineral wealth focusing on careful human 
growth requirements. Hegel's Concept of Right also held the view that proper 
management of water resources is a fundamental necessity for human development. 

International Gender Outlook on Inheritance Land  

The status of women in society is defined by their connection with the property. The 
division of natural resources, notably land, influences women's status. Gender-biased 
property-rights laws and services are a major problem all over the world. It has an 
influence on women's access to services, products, and services, as well as their 
opportunity to engage in activities. Women's credentials and property rights 53 are 
constrained in many emerging economies where conventional norms and practices 
served as a guiding factor, notably inheritance, wedding, and dissolution. In the case 
of property rights and land redistribution, the gender divide is a socially established 
standard (Mukund, 1999). 

Inherited Properties and Gender in Southeast Asian Countries 

Women play a significant role in the economy and the management of their kinship. 
They get their customs on inheritance, like in Laos when bilateral inherited wealth 
traditions are especially popular. It is usual to gift property here to an older daughter 
who looks before their family. Matrilocal practices are maintained by more than 57 
percent of women, and they also have better control and access over lands (World 
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Bank, 2014). They underlined that old practices are the most serious barrier to women 
gaining equal rights in society. In Cambodia, conventional rules prohibit women from 
obtaining land titles. Women are treated as second-class humans, with men holding 
the power to make decisions on their behalf in the house. 

Gender and Inheritance Property in African Countries  

Because African societies are rural dwellers and have paternal ancestry, women must 
comply with their cultures' established customary rules and customs. The land is 
recognized as a source of economic growth, livelihood, and riches, that's why it is so 
important to them all and is generally obtained through inheritance.  Cooper (2010) 
Distinct legal frameworks institutionalized traditions and social norms, as per  King and 
Mason (2001). For example, land registration is linked with the head of the family, and 
the head of the household is generally a male person in civilization, and women's claim 
to the property is usually ignored. In civilization, the man of the house and the primary 
caregiver is sometimes a man, so women's right to ownership is never really honored. 

Masculinity and Birthright Estate in the Latin American States  

In most Latin American countries where men work full time, such as in agriculture, and 
women work inside the home for domestic duties, the employment of women is a 
meaningful part of instruction in a family. In their article The Gender Financial Land in 
Latin America there have been gender biases in losing a parent due to male choice in 
inheritance, man benefits in marrying, and gender inequalities in the markets and 
territory. Many South American countries, like Peru, Bolivia, and Ecuador, use a 
unilateral inheritance system. Ownership can be transferred from both parents in a 
unilateral inheritance. Yet, conventional laws and behaviors revealed a significant bias 
against women among landowners. While countries such as Mexico, Peru, and Brasil 
have a strong primogeniture descent structure, and some do not. 

Females' Movements and Estate Justices  

Women did not have that private property as males whereas, under the Roman 
empire, women's standing was established via male relatives.  Wives are treated as if 
they'd been bought as slaves by their hubby. The women's condition improved slightly 
underneath the reign of the Roman Emperor and Basil. Personal freedom was 
acknowledged in England's Great Charter of 1215, but it did not gain justice for women 
as it was created for lords and Women had almost no right to property possessions if 
they were hitched and wealth was both the head of the household. By giving women 
independent private property, the law altered women's participation in business and 
trade. Separate property ownership was forbidden in the United States for married 
women. His wife's wealth, obtained either during married, was under his authority. 
With the well-known instance of Caroline Norton, the British government was forced 
into making adjustments because the legislation was unequal and women were 
dependent on their 63 husbands for financial benefit. As a response, the Young 
Women's Right to Property Act of 1882 was established, allowing women to receive 
and hold property. 

United Nations and Land Claims  

The United States has taken a series of actions to remedy discrimination against 
women. One such is the Council on the Status of Women, which was created in 1946 
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to advance women's rights and respect.  The UN's other endeavors would include a 
set of small world conferences on equal liberation held in 1975 and 1995. The Global 
Year of Women was proclaimed in 1975, and the very first world summit was convened 
in Mexico. It established rules for women's involvement till 1985. Five years after the 
Mexico Assembly, the Second World Conference took place in Aarhus in 1980. The 
goal was to take huge national steps to implement people's rights, but also women's 
property management and ownership. 

Convention on the Abolition of all methods of Discernment beside Women and 
Heritage Property  

The UN General Assembly founded CEDAW in 1979 with the objectives of advancing 
ou pas and women's rights. The aim of CEDAW, there is to abolish all forms of 
discrimination against women and to promote basic rights and equitable respect for 
human rights. As per the Global Partnership for Industrial, Social, or Creative 
Technologies (GIESCR), the gender difference in traditional lands is a significant 
problem (2014), with fundamental patterns of sexual discrimination seen in civilizations 
across cultures. Women should be treated evenly in agricultural land redistribution, 
land homes, and settlement strategies, and women in marriage have had the same 
rights as their spouses in case of property acquisition, control, and disposal, except 
for divorce.  According to Daley and Clara (2011), women may benefit from an equal 
mortgage or the purchase of their land ownership, landed schemes, and homes under 
certain laws. He further said that CEDAW encouraged states to put the meeting's 
arrangements in place for rural women, particularly here on the issue of non. GIESCR 
(2014) stated in its assessment that Icc and its requirements play an important role in 
any breach of women's owned estate and inheritance rights, and push states must 
hold practices and hold people accountable. CEDAW is a vital tool for women's 
empowerment around the world compared to inheriting private property. 

Inheritance rights of women in Pakistan as well as domestic. 

The first portion of my findings tends to focus on the private realm, which is partitioned 
into topics and anti-anti such as the formation of a family thru gender structured 
married couples, women’s and girls' insecurity, and family as both a place of the 
gender socialization process, gender norms reinforced by social conditioning, 
including the use of technics such as preeminence trickery to control women in the 
family to keep heritage within men. These societal activities that help men retain their 
inheritance are the result of these inequalities between men and women in the 
families. 

Wedding as Gendered Construction in Inheritance. 

The first subject is the definition of marriage, which is a source of fulfilment. Married 
couples are not contractual between family members; rather, they are arranged by the 
parents and/or elders who are always focused on keeping the family's patrimony in 
the hands of men. 

Importance of Marriage for Women  

Marriage is a large element of Pakistani society, and it's even more essential for 
women so it determines your social status. Daughters are brought up believing that 
maybe they should receive a good school so that their father may marry them in stable 
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families, as per urban males. Girls know that love and starting a family is the only 
options. Women are completely focused on weddings and men, according to other 
Urban Male 2 Other concerns, such as inheritance, were not addressed. Instead of 
focusing on legacy issues, Urban Female stated that many other key items absorbed 
their interest as women. Another rural woman expressed appreciation for not needing 
to worry over inheritance as Allah had supplied her with ample funds. She is now 
wedded and has nothing to know something about inherited. Rural females 
responded, stating that she's still a vital part of their lives well as. Girls aren't ever told 
or kept informed of the responsibility that comes with legacy, and they never give heed 
to it. "What a glorious thing this property is?" he replied. It can use you for a lot of 
security, and girls aren't aware of that fact." (Urban Male 4, 32 Years) is grateful to 
Allah for these things, and she does not have to be informed of these. 

Arrange Marriages and Inheritance. 

When it comes to property, preparing a marriage is essential since the inheritance of 
the other household must always be regarded. It can decide not just whether they want 
an inheritance in consideration for marrying their daughter. Parents think that their 
daughters are moving to a different place and thus are unconcerned about inheritance, 
it is up to the couple how they prioritize inheritance when evaluating a marriage 
proposal, while others emphasize development and professional standing. It's just a 
component of the method of preparing nuptials, like assessing other things.  Weddings 
are often arranged to sustain property within the natal family's men. 

As these years pass, legacy is no longer the main factor that folks consider when 
assessing a proposal. Nonetheless, the first aim is to married inside of the family to 
maintain wealth, and if they do unable to find someone appropriate within the family, 
they seek someone suitable open-air the family. Mostly rural males in our culture, 
wedding girls are regarded as a way to maintain inheritance within the household by 
marriage them within the family, as inheritance is regarded as ancestral land to be 
kept within the household.  Cousin marriages are prevalent in their areas as a means 
to retain property within the household. 

Exposure of Widowhood in Heritage. 

Widows are now more exposed than other subgroups of women when it comes to 
inheritance. Divorcees, like many others, get a religious and legal entitlement to inherit, 
and they're more exposed than others when it comes to inherited wealth. If her 
husband has an inheritance, she can claim one-eighth of it. Since inhernce, the widow 
has more difficulties and in. The widow is informed of her family's fortune but is 
uninformed of the inherent rules. A man died with the estate, and his brother took over 
all the territory after his burial before telling his wife apart. Her bros are putting extra 
pressure on the widow to give up her part of the estate. He further said that litigation 
costs energy/cost, which she simply lacks. 

The acquiescence of Women about Inheritance in Culture  

Most persons believe that women should be allowed inheritance rights for religious or 
business reasons, yet they do follow through. Everybody should have his rights at her 
home, but this does not happen. They acknowledge the right of women to inherit 
wealth, and they must take our rights through courts. Everyone believes that women 
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deserve equality, but when the moment arises, nobody supports back. Many people 
are well aware that women get a legal right of inheritance in Sharia law,  

Community Attitude about Legacy. 

People have a bad view of women who try to get the inheritance as they feel they do 
not deserve that and can pay ou pas to the family. One of the most frequent 
perceptions of women pursuing an inheritance is that they are hungry. When a woman 
asks for her property, her group began to disseminate negative info to her on the social 
media network. Perceptions of females in the home Her mother demanded that her 
father give her a part of the property. Her grandmother was living at the time, and 
because her father was also my niece, they agreed to give her a part because the land 
would someday remain in the family. Her group began to paint a portrait of her hubby 
as a greedy man who wants her money. They also question if he married her to obtain 
a property, but commonly that it is her right but has nothing to do with her marriage. 

CONCLUSION  

The Pakistani Constitution of 1973 gives women the ability to acquire and dispose of 
properties on their own. Most Pakistanis follow A religion, which further specifies the 
women's portion of inherited property. Outside of these technically and culturally 
mandated rights, there is a massive disparity in land ownership between men and 
women in Pakistan, as well as the study's findings concentration, remained on the 
denial of women's inheritance. As it was best suited for the exploratory topic, a 
qualitative research approach was used to find the answer. The research was 
conducted in Rawalpindi and Chakwal, two districts in Pakistan Province's Pothohar 
district. Thirty men and women from all these districts' rural and urban areas took part. 
Ten male and female lawyers were engaged in the study as participants to offer legal 
insight into the issue. With mutual permission, The finding indicated that inheritance is 
more than just a transfer of assets within a family; it is a political gender-based 
ideology. 

The presence of many interpretations of inheritance in civilization showed the 
mechanics of inheritance, generating difficulty for women to understand the meanings 
while ultimately restricting women in inheritance in mainstream society. As even the 
distribution of inheritance within the family is not a form of oppression, but rather the 
consequence of what women learn during their lives as gender persons. The nature 
of men and women's relations is the determining factor, which itself is dependent on 
gender theory inside families. These gender ideas establish and perpetuate 
inequalities in allow for men in families to keep their material possessions 
(inheritance). The analysis shows several social and legitimate processes that 
happened at home and in public life to refute female's share of the hereditary, one of 
which is the configuration of married couples within the household, which is the 
fundamental basis of forming links by patrilineal descent, and which constructed 
marriages where husbands have more trade and social privilege than wives. In 
Pakistani society, marriage pleasures women and control and independence to men, 
and it put wives in a situation of dependence on their husbands but also on household 
duties. 

Another technique is to keep women monetarily dependent on men, o to paint a bleak 
picture of widowed and single women in regards to inheritance property. Even though 
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widows, like everyone else, use their own religious and legal part of the succession, 
they are more subject to inheritance than that other category of women. But there is a 
defined inheritance portion for a widow in the Holy Quran that is not dependent on her 
remarry; a widow is compelled to withdraw her legacy part if she gets married outside 
her in-laws' clan. Furthermore, and if she's a widow living with her brother, she is not 
allowed to a part because she is reliant on them. 

Socialization of children for inherited purposes is also another custom, as women in 
the home are responsible for feeding and educating children due to gender. Gender 
role training and gender division of labor in the family have already been created and 
are the foundation of generating injustice that tells men to think material world's 
resources, which are a source of energy, belonged to them since birth. Gender is 
produced and perpetuated from side to side in gender parenthood, particularly female 
parenting. Mothers are the ones who instruct includes including boys’ and girls’ 
multiple positions, family care, and factual properties. Kids are taught round land-
dwelling, ground harvests, and family breadwinners, which aids them in their general 
public. 

The same statistics indicate that ownership transfer via movables is not wholly 
separate from land title e via interest inland. All stash in banks, bonds, saving 
certificates, and jewels in banks or at homes are regarded as movable property. 
Properties in the personal custody of the deceased are given according to its will 
person or the man who understands the custodian of the property keeps it with 
her/him, but wealth stored in the bank either in saving certifications is allocated as per 
inheritance law. A succession certificate, which itself is given by a civil court, is the 
most foundation document necessary for transferring assets. 

Existing inheritance rules and data reveal that women are aware of the laws controlling 
their share of the inheritance, but not the laws governing the transmission of the asset. 
Nevertheless, in the latest days, the Punjab government took a lot of improvements to 
help women. To begin with, the administration has integrated land records concluded 
the Punjab Land Records Information and Report Structure (LRMIS) to the National 
Database Registration Authority's computerized system to ease property registrations 
and transfer. This online registering and property transference process was completed 
in 15 days and comprises three online phases, each of which had different actions that 
could have been performed to obtain a property transfer. 

Recommendations. 

 First and mainly, inheritance is distributed as per religious and legal shares, with 
judgments on inheritance conflicts handled in Pakistani courts. There is no 
mechanism designed to guarantee that women receive their civil and religious 
rights. 

 In the Quran, a widow's part in her husband's inheritance property is properly 
delineated, and it is not contingent on her remarriage. In Pakistani society, if a 
widow remarries from the outside household before getting half of her late 
husband's inherited property, she nullifies her inherit share. 

 In the Holy Quran, inheritance is divided according to specified proportions, and 
Pakistani courts respect this idea of inheritance while passing judgment. There is 
no system in place to monitor that women are taking their good percentage of the 
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209 Quran. It is crucial to set up a monitoring and reporting cell to keep track of 
women receiving their specified parts according to Islamic inheritance principles. 

 The long documents in the government position involve the transfer of completion 
of the transaction, and also the difficult language utilized in such papers, are two 
major barriers to women conducting property matters independently. To gain from 
the improvements that the government has made in the last decade, these papers 
must be simplified and user. 

 Women are not prepared to engage and interact with boys and men in common 
spaces like governmental departments and courts, thus there's any need to appoint 
more women among those males who work in all of these department locations 
must also be prepared in splitting through women. 

 Instead of giving men full power over the family, it is recommended that both men 
and women be appointed as parents. This will assist women in the presence of 
men by minimizing their vulnerability and strengthening their power to act as 
individuals to make family judgments. 

 It is important to schedule public sentiment so that people abandon their 
conservative views and welcome positive changes, with a specific goal of providing 
knowledge to both men and women, as knowledge plays a vital role in social 
evolution. 
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